
As this is the first 2014 year’s 

number of our monthly analysis 

journal, that from this year we will 

be delivered into English and at 

request in Italian and Romanian, 

the editorial team thanks to all its 

readers and wishes to them all to 

h a v e  a  y e a r  f u l l  o f                         

accomplishments. 

In 2013 we analysed many         

turbulent events and provocations 

that perturbed worldwide peace,     

s t a bi l i t y  a nd  p ro s p ero u s            

developments, unfortunately the 

new year brings more challenges 

for all the states. We can remark 

the constant unrest and violent 

conflict from the African               

continent, the ongoing crisis in 

Syria, the recent strikes in 

Ukraine. In 2014 we continue to 

speak about the Arab Spring     

effects in Egypt, Libya, as the    

democratic path advocated by the 

people seems to prove to be an 

objective very hard to achieve. In 

the case of Egypt, there were three 

years until this country adopted a 

constitution that would allow the 

transition to democracy given the 

clear        separation of power, and 

the guarantee for freedom of be-

lief and speech. Nonetheless, this        

constitution can be put under     

question as there are some         

problematic and controversial     

provisions that at some point might 

collide with the democratic          

objectives.  

NATO set a preliminary agenda for 

the September 2014 Summit, and 

the 2013 EU Vilnius summit did not 

remained without reactions. The 

Romanian President, Traian       

Basescu finished the 2013 year with 

some declarations that some would 

call provocative from a Russian 

point of view as it spoke more loud-

ly and specifically about a      unifi-

cation between the Republic of Mol-

dova and Romania. While at the 

same time in Moldova, Transnistria 

adopted Russian legislation, action 

that cannot but raise questions 

whether or not Moscow lies behind 

it as a punishment for the recent 

developments  in  Moldova’s           

relationship with EU or for the            

Romanian unionist declarations 

that come from the president. 

The entrance into a digitalised era is 

not something that 2014 brought, 

but maybe within this year we will 
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Guest Post 

promoter of Digital Diplomacy that will draw 

some light about this subject.  

 

Alina MOGOȘ 

become more and more aware of a phenomenon 

in diplomacy that has to deal with the develop-

ment of a digital diplomacy to which in an era of 

social networking, the relevant governmental au-

thorities have to adapt. Within this number, we 

present a testimonial from a young Romanian 

Guest Post 
”Diplomacy's leap to social interaction” 

By Andreea Hanganu 

1. DigitalDiplomacy.ro 

open government events, set up of strategic por-

tals and tools which should support and facilitate 

a better co-operation and dialogue between the 

citizens and the state.  

When talking about the world of diplomacy we 

now also need to bring into discussion the        

concept of “digital diplomacy” – the social       

interactions that take place within the diplomatic 

sphere. And high level diplomats are becoming 

increasingly aware of the importance of such    

digital tools. Just recently, the Swedish Foreign    

Minister Carl Bildt organised in Stockholm a 

“diplohack”, a 2 days meeting that brought      

together developers, ambassadors, business,    

media and other diplomats around the world  to 

hack traditional diplomacy. 

In my quest to actively shape and support the 

development of digital communication for the 

public sector in Romania, the British model     

eventually became one of the inspirations for the    

digitaldiplomacy.ro.  This is a project designed to 

act as a one stop shop for best practices, tips & 

tricks, useful resources and inspirational           

interviews focused exclusively on online          

Communications in the diplomatic environment 

is both exciting and challenging – always walking 

the thin line between the promotion of a             

diplomatic initiative and the need to preserve and 

strengthen a bilateral or multilateral relationship. 

Digital diplomacy adds an element of immediacy 

to this fine balance as one event in any corner of 

the world can get instant global exposure.  

My experience running the social media work at 

the British Embassy in Romania has been an eye 

opener in this sense. From Facebook and Twitter 

to digitally “storyfing” major events (i.e. The Roy-

al Wedding, The Queen's Diamond Jubilee, the 

London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games), I 

have seen a surge of online tools deployed in sup-

port of traditional diplomacy.       Romania’s com-

mitment to the EU Digital Agenda and the efforts 

initiated so far to digitalise public services across 

the country are a clear sign that things are im-

proving. Slowly, Romanian public institutions are 

beginning to include a digital component in their 

daily communication           activities. We are see-

ing Facebook chats with politicians, offline meet-

ups with online friends,     participation in major 

http://digitaldiplomacy.ro/


references to the Foreign Office’s use of and     

commitment to social media. I am proud to have 

been part of the change and I aim to be part of 

the process to also improve Romania’s digital 

communication.   

 

Andreea Hanganu joined the British Embassy to 

lead on social media work and after four years 

spent with the Communications team she takes 

her experience and knowledge to launch digi-

taldiplomacy.ro  – a platform dedicated to com-

munications professionals in the Romanian pub-

lic sector.  
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communications for any public sector entity in 

Romania. The goal is simple: find inspiration in 

great digital case studies and apply the know-how 

locally. Romanian public sector is a rich soil for 

digital communications.  Currently there are few 

efficient initiatives but a lot of good will and      

ambition to bring the citizen closer via the      in-

ternet. 

And digitaldiplomacy.ro  seeks to actively          

contribute to this positive trend, and to encourage 

the use of best practices. I’ve recently attended a 

pan-European conference hosted by the Commit-

tee of the Regions and the European Commission 

in Brussels and have been proud to hear in most 

presentations and networking discussions        

Nr.19, January 2014 
Romania-Moldova a single state: realistic proposal or political declaration? 

From an economical point of view, the Republic of 

Moldova still remains one of the poorest countries 

in Europe with a monthly average salary of 300$. 

Economically, it is dependent on Russian energy 

exports. In terms of trade, Moldova’s top trading 

partner is the EU with more than 40% of the total 

trade followed by Russia and Ukraine. This makes 

it relatively vulnerable in terms of economic and 

social stability as Chisinau is a small power that 

tries to develop its relations with regional great 

powers. At realistic level it is deepening its de-

pendence especially towards Russia, fact that can 

2. Romania’s President, Traian Băsescu 

Last month, more precisely at the end of December 2013, the Romanian President, Mr. Traian Băsescu, made on the 

National Television (TVR1) an astonishing declaration. I note that “astonishing” can be considered for some, whereas for 

others it can represent just another point among the other unionist declarations regarding Romania’s neighbouring 

country, the Republic of Moldova, made by him. He declared that: “The time will come for Moldova to be with Romania. 

Sooner or later, the unification of Moldova with Romania will happen because blood is thicker than water”. [1] Băsescu 

added that Romania's next project should be the reunification of borders. He is convinced that if in Moldova will get 

influence a unionist movement, Romania will say "yes" without hesitation. [2] 

Romania-Moldova a single state: realistic proposal or political 
declaration? 

http://digitaldiplomacy.ro/
http://digitaldiplomacy.ro/
http://digitaldiplomacy.ro/
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have political consequences as well. In this sense 

we can say that it is equally dependent on Russia 

(wine exports and natural gas imports) and on the 

EU (trading)[3]. Uniting with Romania, can bring 

stability, but is Romania ready to support 

intensively the Moldovan economy, given 

that fact that it has already domestic problems at 

this chapter? 

In terms of politics and security dynamics, after 

the disbandment of the USSR, Moldova found 

itself in a totally new international environment, 

in which the Cold War distinction between the 

East and the West was not so definable, in which 

NATO began the enlargement process and Russia 

tried to recover its former power status. Being an 

independent state, it had the liberty to position 

itself according to its national interests, strategies 

and vulnerabilities, but at the same time this    

liberty coupled with its small power status actual-

ly limited its external actions. Although  

reforms are still needed in the judiciary system, 

and the Transnistrian region still represents a 

vulnerability[4]. Uniting with Moldova implies 

taking also Transnitria within its borders and giv-

en the fact that the 5+2 talks have not reached a 

common point yet, this may represent a risk for 

the Romanian state.   

Regarding the Strategic Partnership between the 

Republic of Moldova and Romania, Bucharest 

was the first state which recognized the independ-

ence of Moldova. Since it entered the EU, Roma-

nia has tried to draw the Europeans’ attention 

towards the integration of Moldova. In terms of 

diplomacy, Bucharest has always sent                 

experienced ambassadors to Chisinau, whereas 

other states were sending ambassadors who were 

in their early or late carriers. This proves its huge 

interest in developing a prolific bilateral relation-

ship with Moldova. Strictly regarding the       

Transnistrian conflict, Romania has tried more 

than once to become an active player in the       

settlement process, but it was repeatedly refused 

by Moscow, mainly because of the fact that Roma-

nia, being a member state of the EU and NATO, 

would affect Russia’s room of manoeuvre on a 

multilaterally accepted and binding solution for 

the conflict settlement[5].  

But, let us return to afore mentioned declaration. 

Firstly, Romania will say "yes" without hesitation, 

Given the fact that within this country there is an 

intensive fragmentation regarding the East or the 

West choice, the answer is not very clear either in 

this aspect.  

Moreover, legally speaking, Romania is part of 

the EU and NATO, Moldova is not. If Romania 

unites with Moldova, there is no single provision 

within the European treaties or North Atlantic 

ones that specify what will happen regarding the 

larger Romanian stat. Will it remain part of 

NATO or the EU? Will it not?  

In terms of power politics, this unification will 

also have a regional impact, since the territory 

and the population of Romania will increase, fact 

that will affect the power of Romania both within 

the EU and NATO.   

Regarding the migration policies, in 2006, thus 

before entering the EU, all Moldovan citizens 

Moldova signed an Association       

Agreement with the EU in November 

Romania-Moldova a single state: realistic proposal or political declaration? 

but  which Romania? All the citizens? 

The majority of them? The decision   

makers? Who? There will be organized a 

national referendum or the decision will 

be taken within the Romanian             

representatives? The President is not 

very clear regarding this aspect. He is 

not very clear either regarding the      

desire of Moldovans to unite with        

Romania. Do citizens of the Republic of 

Moldova want to unite with the            

Romanian state?  
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needed to obtain their visas and an invitation   

letter from a Romanian citizen in order to enter 

on Romanian soil. Additionally, they could not 

spend more than 90 days in Romania. After 

2008, hence after the Georgian war, the legal pro-

visions for granting the citizenship were changed, 

the visa and the invitation requirements being 

eliminated. As a predictable consequence, the 

number of    applicants multiplied, thus in 2009, 

21.299 Moldovan citizens became Romanian citi-

zens, while in 2008 only 4967 citizenships were         

approved by the Romanian authorities[6]. This 

support was criticized by Russia, accusing the 

Romanian authorities for imperialist behaviour 

and for affecting its national interests in the “near 

abroad” territories. This behaviour was also      

amplified by Băsescu’s response to a question 

coming from a Russian official during the         

Parliamentary Assembly within the Council of 

Europe regarding Romania’s intentions vis-a-vis 

Moldova (annexation intensions or not), the     

Romanian President declared that: “ Please note 

that Romania does not have experience in        

annexing other states”[7]. This declaration        

irritated more the Russian authorities and created 

a bigger chance of defecting for both states. Thus, 

one can argue that in a sense President Băsescu 

pretty much gives to the Russians additional mo-

tives to accuse Romania for developing an         

imperialistic approach vis-à-vis Moldova. Keeping 

the debate within the rational framework, the fol-

lowing question appears: if everyone brings 

against someone criticism for making imperialis-

tic declarations, why continue? Why persist in 

giving to the Russians opportunities to use these 

declarations against yourself?   

During the Annual Foreign Ambassadors’ in     

Romania Meeting from 15 January 2014, the    

Romanian President relatively changed his       

discourse, saying that “ we declaratively sustain 

the sovereignty of Moldova...It is not in my       

discourse, but Romania cannot remain without 

reaction to the provocations coming from              

Transnistria..... and Romania will make a political 

proposition to Moldova”[8]. So, what kind of    

political proposition? Also unification?    

Regarding the policy that Romania should       

develop in its relation with Moldova, I may cite 

Nicu Popescu, researcher at the European      

Council on Foreign Relations: 

 

“Romania should not think in terms of collision 

and conflict, but in terms of 'smart power' - to 

create maximum economic interdependence with 

Moldova- interconnection of gas, electricity, 

trade, visa liberalization, investments 

etc.....eventually Moldova’s future depends 80% 

on the domestic policy and the ability of Moldo-

van elites to reform the state, to fight corruption, 

to attract foreign investment, etc. Eventually 

rebuilt Russian influence in the region is due not 

only to politics and Russian intentions, but per-

haps in an even greater extent it is due to the 

internal failures to reform Moldova. And the re-

sponsibility for this failure lies with Chisinau 

first”.[9] 

 

Ana-Maria GHIMIȘ 

Romania-Moldova a single state: realistic proposal or political declaration? 

But the most important question can be: 

who is wining and what? Political        

influence, investments, votes? This is a 

question that may never have an answer 

for the general public, at least not a     

direct one.  
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In international law terms, the Moldovan 

Republic of Transnistria is still a region of the 

Republic of Moldova. Inherently, on its territory 

only Moldovan legislation would be legitimate. 

However, the efforts to obtain its sovereignty 

(following the 199o declaration of independence 

and the war with the Republic of Moldova to 

obtain it) with the help of the Russian Federation 

have raised concerns about its influence in the 

region [11]. Ever since, Russia took advantage of 

every opportunity to use the frozen conflict as 

leverage to assert its influence. Although across 

Moldovan media (Moldovan minister Eugen 

Carpov was referring to a so-called unofficial 

answer from behalf of Russia), it has been said 

that the Russian           Federation disagrees 

with the adoption of its legislation, one 

could have difficulties in believing that the 

decision of Shevciuk was taken devoid of Russian 

consultation and permission [12]. We might 

identify a meaning of this action of Transnistria 

by assessing the recent events in the Republic of 

Moldova.  The Republic of Moldova initialed 

recently, in November 2013, the Association and 

Free Trade Agreements with European Union.  

Even before the Vilnius event, Transnistria’s 

position has been one of opposing this 

arrangement, constantly apprising how this could 

affect the relationship between the two. The 

constant in the Transnistrian officials’ 

declarations was that the Republic of Moldova’s 

approaching towards EU would entail 

Transnistria’s closeness towards Russia. However, 

after the initialing, debates regarding what it 

could mean for the Republic of Moldova have 

quickly appeared in light of Ukraine’s bailout, 

because when that happens, Ukraine was even a 

step closer to EU than Moldova (it has already 

initialed the Agreements and was expected to sign 

them). Clearly, initialing the Agreements was not 

going to guarantee the Republic of Moldova’s 

accession to EU or even consistency in regards to 

the foreign policy they employ. If Ukraine’s 

situation was susceptible to being altered by 

Russian pressures, stands to reason that the 

Republic of Moldova would be the subject of the 

same attempt. In retrospect, the Republic of 

Moldova was the subject of such an attempt and 

Transnistria did bring its warnings to 

accomplishment. Yet another issue has been 

brought to the center of attention in the Republic 

of Moldova. There has been quite a concern 

among the pro-Europeans within the Republic of 

Moldova with regards to the next parliamentary 

elections. Polls revealing a very good chance that 

left political parties would almost gain majority 

3.  Map of Republic  of Moldova 

The separatist region Transnistria (under international law still part of the 

Republic of Moldova) has voted on December 25th, 2013, the altering of 

Constitution in order for it to permit the implementation of Russian legislation 

across its territory. The initiative, submitted by the leader of the region Evgheni 

Shevciuk, rests upon a referendum from 2006 through which its inhabitants were 

pleading for unification with the Russian Federation in an overwhelming 

percentage [10]. The situation has been heating up the Romanian and Moldovan 

media headlines and raising concerns. However, one important actor in this 

scene has chosen to keep a low profile after the release of the piece of news: 

Russia. Has Russia failed to provide a satisfactory reaction to what is happening 

in the region or does not want to express its position? Moreover, is it the Russian 

diplomacy behind or is it a surprise for them as for the rest of the world? 

Transnistria makes a step closer to Moscow: what lays behind the 
adoption of Russian legislation? 

The initialing was supposed to be a     

confirmation of the fact that the Republic 

of Moldova is committed to follow the 

European path.  
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within the Parliament at this year’s elections ( the 

Communist Party alone was the preference of 39, 

3% of the respondents, and a coalition of all left 

parties was believed that will appear by 56% of the 

respondents [13]) is discouraging for                    

pro-Europeans. This is closely connected to 

Russia’s play within internal politics of the 

Republic of Moldova by leveraging the Russian 

ethnics inside (Russian television programs are 

very active in trying to alter Moldovans’ political 

views).  Suffices to say, left-oriented parties in 

Moldova tend to have pro-Russian rhetoric. 

Nothing could affect its path towards EU 

integration than the advent of this situation.  

In this picture, even though Russian discourse 

appears to have been limited to the interest to 

have the Moldovan Republic of Transnistria a 

sovereign state, this would be essentially the first 

step in its integration within the Russian 

Federation without raising suspicions and 

reaction from the international community. I 

submit one of the president’s Putin declarations 

when asked if he sees possible an annexation of 

the Moldovan Republic of Transnistria:  

Political discourse put aside, one could be 

tempted to asses these last events as bearing the 

stamp of Russian strategy to keep the conflict 

frozen while politically separating the two regions, 

and judging by the fact that Russia is quiet 

(usually energetically vocal about this region 

when its plans don’t work) can be interpreted as 

“everything goes according to the plan”, and in the 

end, why alert the international community with 

declarations?  Advent of leftists gaining majority 

within the parliament seems to be the perfect 

opportunity for it to be accomplished. In this 

scenario, Romanian president Traian Băsescu 

declaring that the unification of Romania with the 

Republic of Moldova is on the former’s agenda 

(assuming it has been made devoid of political 

incentives, but reflecting the voice of a president 

acting in order to support a coherent strategy), 

seems to be an attempt to break this chain and 

keep the Republic of Moldova on the track of 

European integration and an attempt to attract 

the international community’s attention in 

regards to the situation in Transnistria. Given that 

annexation of the Republic of Moldova by 

Romania is virtually unfeasible as it would lack 

civil society’s support and face international law 

constrains, and assuming that the European 

Union would oppose this due to the economic and 

political instability of the Republic of Moldova 

and Transnistria, I see president’s declaration as 

an attempt to stimulate pro-European movements 

within the civil society.  

was a headline in the Moldovan media [15]. 

However bold declarations are not going to 

restrain in any way the appearance of a Russian 

district near Romania’s border and at the Eastern 

border of the European Union, not to mention the 

proximity to the newly created anti-ballistic 

missile defense system at Deveselu. Nevertheless, 

this scenario is conditioned by a left majority 

within the Moldovan Parliament.  Given that 

international community had an anemic response, 

one could assume that it only a “wait and see” 

approach.  

 

Petronela CHIRVASE 

The next period could thus bring within 

the Republic of Moldova an anti-EU    

Parliament which adds up to a                                                        

separatist region with Russian              

legislation and sympathies.  

“Only the Nistrean people, the one living 

in Nistrenia, can determine its own fate. 

The international community, Russia 

included, will have a respectful attitude 

for the choice” [14].  

““Only Brussels can save us from Putin 

and Băsescu”  
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In 2012, at the Chicago summit, the NATO mem-

ber states decided to put an end to their combat 

mission in Afghanistan by 2014. This year NATO 

will focus on the non-combat mission, while 

providing the Afghan forces with training and 

assistance so that they could fully take control of 

all security aspects. ISAF (International Security 

and Assistance Force) has proved to be successful, 

even if more pessimistic voices emphasized the 

fact that the combat mission should continue 

[16].  

However, the discussion agenda for the Wales 

summit has many other topics, referring to 

NATO’s enlargement, its relationship with the 

partners, the way to deal with threats and chal-

lenges. On January 11th, NATO celebrated 20 

years from the creation of the Partnership for 

Peace. According to Anders Fogh Rasmussen, the 

Secretary General of NATO, the Partnership 

proved to be a successful initiative since it deci-

sively contributed to stability of the Euro-Atlantic 

NATO in 2014: new agenda, new challenges 

area, while building “peace and security through 

consultation, cooperation, and common action 

based on shared values of democracy, fundamen-

tal freedoms and human rights” [17]. These are 

practically the core values of NATO, shared by the 

member states. These values guided the Alliance 

in all its operations around the globe.  

taking into account the fact that the cooperative 

security stand at the core of NATO’s strategic con-

cept, as a powerful tool [18]. Broadening the part-

nerships represents, however, a challenge for the 

Alliance, especially because it found itself in the 

position of managing the relationship with part-

ners that have different values and interests. 

What seems to be the strength of NATO can also 

be its weakness. Sometimes, different visions can 

generate conflicts which put in danger the evolu-

However full of events was 2013 for NATO, it appears that 2014 will also be a challenging year, as the agenda for the 

following couple of months looks pretty busy. Most importantly, at the end of the year, NATO’s mission of training and 

assistance in Afghanistan will have been accomplished.  After two years from the Chicago summit, the member states will 

meet in September in Wales, United Kingdom in order to establish the new objectives of the Alliance in the context of the 

latest happenings on the international scale. NATO has already drafted the agenda of discussions for the Wales summit, 

which seems rather ambitious, nonetheless visionary. During the Chicago summit, the member states have drawn some 

action plans that have been followed so far. The future summit will make no exception from re-establishing the working 

framework of the Alliance, while the member states will make decisions regarding their future actions together. From its 

very beginning, 2014 designed a quite complex setup for NATO. It remains to be seen how the member states will deal with 

it. 

NATO in 2014: new agenda, new challenges 

4. Nato Assembly 

An objective for 2014 is to expand the 

relationship with the partners,  
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tion of the partnerships. Diversity can represent 

both a positive and a negative aspect. Therefore, 

during the summit the member states will have to 

come up with solutions that would help them 

adapt to the 2014 reality.  

Another important topic of discussion refers to 

the enlargement of NATO, which was ra-

ther a sensitive issue during the Chicago 

summit and after that.  

The member states didn’t focus that much on the 

enlargement, the discussions have been post-

poned ever since. The countries that aspire to be-

come NATO members are: the Former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 

Montenegro and Georgia [19]. While the negotia-

tions with the first three countries don’t look very 

problematic, the possible Georgian membership 

could affect the NATO-Russia relationship. While 

Georgia has brought added value to NATO’s oper-

ations, it also has unsolved territorial issues that 

might generate difficulties regarding its accession 

to the Alliance [20]. However the scenario of 

Georgia becoming a NATO member state is rather 

optimistic due to the recent internal evolutions in 

Georgia, but the Alliance should tackle this objec-

tive with a lot of tact in order to preserve and im-

prove the cooperation relationship with Russia. 

This is another main topic on the Wales summit 

agenda. The two international actors have made 

progress inside the NATO-Russia Council, but the 

partnership evolves on a formal basis, rather than 

on mutual trust. The differences between them 

have also been revealed in the case of Syria. 

The preparations for the summit appear to be 

complex and the NATO leaders should to their 

best to find the most suitable and pragmatic solu-

tions to the situations described above so that the 

operations they perform become more and more 

efficient. The summit should design a new NATO, 

adapted to the international order after Afghani-

stan, willing to absorb new members, with new 

visions. At their turn, Romanian leaders will have 

to do their homework very well for this summit 

and discover which arrangements will provide 

more benefit for the Romanian security and posi-

tion within the alliance. 

 

Monalisa GIUGLEA  

Egypt’s new Constitution – Towards an Islamic Democracy? 

At almost 3 years since the Arab Spring manifestations in Egypt that finalized with the overthrow of Hosni Mubarak, Egypt 

is in a continuous search for its democratic path. The first elected president by the people by democratic vote, Mohammad 

Morsi was suspended and for months now an interim president ruled the country and promised a transition to democracy 

and the drafting of a constitution that will build a modern democratic country. Nonetheless, although at some points the 

Egyptian population started to act democratically as it adopted and practiced its right to protest and claim their rights in 

the street and vote, there are still some important democratic values that the people must adopt, like the will to respect the 

freedom of belief, freedom of speech and the equality between women and men. The new Constitution that received the 

support of the population by votes seems to bring important modification in this sense, tackling many important aspects 

that were left aside in Morsi’s constitution, but maintaining or adding some provisions that in time and in practice might 

find some contradiction with other provision. For example, Sharia is considered to be the main source of legislation, but at 

the same time the freedom of belief will be absolute? The Constitution promotes gender equality, but what will mean this 

gender equality from the point of view of the Islamic religion? While the Constitution should be the main source and provide 

the fundaments of the Egypt’s democracy, this document that is now in place, grants part of this role to the Islamic 

principles, without defining which these principles are. 

Egypt’s new Constitution – Towards an Islamic Democracy? 

When Morsi was removed from power, ten legal 

experts were appointed by the interim governing 

bodies, in July 2013, to form a committee charged 

with the revision of Morsi’s constitution. Their 

amendments were sent to a larger constituent 

assembly formed by 50 members, politicians and 

representatives from various interest groups, 

from the army to the church. After their vote, in  
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Egypt’s new Constitution – Towards an Islamic Democracy? 

5. Amr Moussa hands over the Constitution draft to interim President Adly Mansour  

favor, for the new revised constitution, in 
December they gave the new constitution for 
approval to the interim president, Adly Mansour 
being his decision if and when this draft was to be 
sent to a referendum. Adly Mansour decided that 
the draft was a real improvement and provided a 
good new democratic impetus and set the date for 
the referendum.[21] Until the vote, there was a 
public campaign promoting the constitution, but 
the voices that were against it were rapidly 
prosecuted. At mid January, Egypt’s population 
went to vote for its new Constitution. 

Some of the new Constitution proposal that 
seeks to “build a democratic, modern 
country with a civilian government” allows 
at least from de jure a democratic transition. 
These interesting parts comprised in the new 
Constitution that might seem to send back to the 
Montesquieu idea of the separation of powers in a 
democracy are the following[22]: 

1. The president may serve two four-year 
terms. Candidates must be at least 40 years old 
Egyptian and born to Egyptian parents and 
neither them or their parents and spouses may 
have foreign nationality. 

2. Parliament can hold a confidence vote in 
the president and with the approval of two-thirds 
may trigger a referendum on whether there 
should be early presidential elections. Parliament 
can also impeach the president with the approval 
of a two-thirds majority. 

3. The president appoints the prime 
minister, who must secure parliament’s approval, 

if the choice is rejected, then the president must 
accept the choice of the party or coalition that 
has the majority in parliament. If the proposed 
government does not win parliament’s approval, 
then the parliament will be dissolved and new 
elections held. This provision offers some power 
to the parliament, but at the same time it 
provides a big conditionality, which is that if the 
parliament reject the president’s choice, then it 
must be certain that their proposal will be able to 
gather a government to please a large majority of 
the parliament, otherwise it risks to be dissolved. 
At the same time, their proposed prime minister 
will have indirectly the power to dissolve the 
parliament and to promote after the proposal in 
the government some ministers that may not be 
so much wanted by the large majority of the 
parliament as he knows that if its government 
won’t receive the approval, the parliament will be 
dissolved.  This type of provision may be 
speculated by both the president and the prime 
minister that the parliament will chose, and 
might act as a hindering element for the new 
parliament to reject the president choice’s for 
prime minister given the possible further 
development of the process of nomination of 
another candidate. A good point though in the 
continuation of the constitutional provisions 
regarding the government that aims to 
equilibrate the powers is the fact that the 
president may not reshuffle or dismiss the 
government without the approval of the majority 
in parliament. At the same time, also this 
provision hinders the power of a president not 
just but allowing the president to change the 
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executive at its will without consulting the 
parliament, but also because in the case that there 
is a party that has majority in parliament and it 
favors the government and not the president, 
then this presidential prerogative will serve for 
nothing. 

4. Accordingly to the draft the legislative 
responsibility will lay within the hands of one 
chamber the House of Representatives.  

5. The state should take measures to 
guarantee that women are properly represented 
in legislative bodies. This is a very interesting 
provision for a Islamic country. 

6. Freedom of belief is absolute.  

7. Parties may not be formed on the basis of 
religion, gender, race or geography. 

8. Freedom of speech and of assembly are 
written in the new constitution but their practice 
is to be made according to the law. As the 
Constitution does not specify to which laws it 
refers, it remains an issue of interpretation how 
permissive and how extended with be this 
freedom of speech. 

There are significant provisions that could at 
some point facilitate the transition towards 
democracy, although examples from some 
countries, that have similar separation of 
prerogatives, show that having these laws in some 
cases might secure the interests of one party if 
that party has the President and majority in the 
legislative. Anyway, it will be one of the least 

things to argue about when discussing the new 
constitution and how things appear to change 
after the Arab Spring in Egypt.  

As it is written, the constitution allows important 
powers to the military as the defense minister 
must be a member of the armed forces, approved 
by the Supreme Council of Armed Forces, with 
the president having no authority in this, the 
military budget will remain beyond scrutiny with 
the National Defense Council maintaining 
jurisdiction and with the maintenance of military 
courts able to trial civilians that are accused of 
bringing “direct attacks” on military premises, 
personnel, equipment, documents and funds. Of 
course having a military men within the 
government contradicts the idea of having a 
civilian government. Not only the military has 
important powers in new Egyptian state 
architecture and politics, but also the religion, an 
important character of a democracy as it is 
understood by Europeans and Americans being 
its secular character.  In the new constitution we 
find a provision that seems to be inspired from 
the principles that the Iranian revolution brought 
and the today Iranian political regime:   

As the definition of which Sharia principles it 
refers to remains vague and undefined in the 
text, one cannot but ask if this will not come into 
contradiction with the fact that freedom of belief 
is absolute. 

Given the above short analysis of the main 
provisions of the new Egypt Constitution, there 
might be legitimate to ask the question how will 
the country be ruled after the coming elections? 
Are the positive democratic provisions from the 
Constitution of Egypt guaranteeing that the 
military power that is ensured by this 
“fundamental law” will not resemble the former 
power distribution in Mubarack’s regime? A big 
change that this constitution brings might lead us 
to the thought of the Iranian republic as the 
sharia is recognized to the main source of 
legislation. This being also a change from the 
Mubarack regime, the former Egypt’s ruler being 
a strong fighter against the establishment of a 
state religion. There are some provisions that 
might be difficult to lead to a true de facto 
democracy and it is up to state institutions to 

Egypt’s new Constitution – Towards an Islamic Democracy? 

The draft has some provisions that make 

us remember the Mubarak’s regime, and 

how important was military power      

under his authority.  

6. Protesters 

Islam is attested in the document to be 

“the religion of the state” and the 

“principles of Sharia” being the main 

source if legislation.  
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define their meaning and application. These 
aspects left ambiguous in the constitution text 
relate to the freedom of belief and of speech and 
the gender equality that might come in 
contradiction with some Sharia interpretation. 
Nonetheless remains an important question: how 
will this state governed by Sharia position itself in 
relation with the other Islamic countries from the 
region, will this possible lead to a pan-islamic 
movement rebirth, although at some points the 
constitution tries to hinder the creation of new 
Islamic parties. How will we characterize in the 
future to come the relationship between  Egypt and 
Israel? Of course although within the media it was 
emphasized the large support of the population for 
the new constitution, manifested by 98% vote in 
favor [23], this does not guarantee that after 6 
months the population will not come again in the 
street to protest, as it was the case with Morsi and 
his constitution that entered into force also by 
referendum. The fact that the turnout was with 
almost 5% bigger that the turnout that approved 
Morsi’s constitution, 38.6% in comparison to 
32.8% does not constitute a guarantee of having 
the large support of the population on this 
Constitution.   

 The situation in Egypt made me remember 
of how things were set in Romania after Ceausescu 
was overthrown and the establishment of a 
Romanian Constitution that it has similar 
distribution of power in the state, but it guarantees 
a large set of freedoms and liberties and it protects 

the national minorities rights. During 
Ceausescu’s regime, the communist leader was in 
very good relations with Egypt, trying to aid at 
the development of Egypt by providing financial 
and technological support as well as experts in 
the agriculture fields, for example. Given today’s 
Romanian relationship with Egypt and the fact 
that the Romanian authorities manifested a 
limited interest in today’s former partner politics, 
make me think about how things change from a 
regime to another and how a democratic 
constitution does not guarantee a modernization 
and a good development neither of country with 
limited debt and with a developed industry and 
agriculture. Also, it took Romania more than 20 
years to be acknowledge by the others as having 
finished the democratic transition, although 
within the last years Romania’s democratic 
deficit issues came up to the surface. It makes me 
think that it will be even harder for Egypt to find 
its path towards democracy, given the fact that it 
took three years to set up a Constitution that 
allows a separation of powers although it 
maintains some controversial provisions. The laic 
character of the state established through this 
new constitution, combined with the large 
prerogatives that the military keeps will harden 
even more this transition. 

 

Alina MOGOȘ 

 

Two ruinous and depressing events have kept the front pages on the African Continent in the last weeks of 2013 and at the 

beginning of the New Year. First it was the outburst of violence between the ex-Seleka[24] militia fighters supporting the 

now ex-president of the CAR, Michel Djotodia who resigned on 10th of January and the supporters of the ex-president, 

Francois Bozize, who was ousted at the beginning of 2013 by Seleka. The second event that astounded the world was the 

conflict that emerged in South Sudan between two groups representing two important personalities: President Salva Kiir 

and former vice-president Riek Machar, whom Kiir sacked in July[25]. 

The political roots of identity conflicts – The cases of South Sudan 
and Central African Republic (CAR) 

The two conflicts have inflicted suffering and 

desperation in both countries. In terms of 

casualties, the death toll in CAR is now over 1000, 

while in South Sudan the number of victims is 

raising up to 10000 according to ICG 

(International Crisis Group)and ‘thousands’ 

according to the UN[26]. In CAR, the conflict left a 

million people internally displaced, while in South 

Sudan the violence has already sparked massive 

displacement, with more than 40.000 internally 

displaced people[27]. 

Even though both conflicts have multiple and 

different causes, one element is common to both 

and links them together. Whether we are talking 

about the conflict in CAR or South Sudan,  

the identity factor is essential for           

understanding the deep rooted divisions 

and the destructive violence employed in 

the conflicts present in the two African 

countries.   
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In the case of CAR, the glaring politicization of 

identities plays a central role in the outburst and 

the continuation of conflict. On the one side the 

ousted president Francois Bozize represents the 

Christians, while the ex-president, and the former 

leader of Seleka, Michel Djotodia is the symbol of 

the Muslim population from CAR.  Therefore, 

According to Human Rights Watch, Christian anti-

balaka (“anti-machete”) have killed several 

hundred Muslims and burned their homes, 

whereas ex-Seleka forces, former members of the 

predominantly Muslim rebel alliance retaliated 

against Christians[28]. 

Obviously there are many other factors that caused 

the violence in the CAR. It can be said that a failed 

DDR (Disarmament, Demobilization and 

Reintegration) of the Seleka is one major factor 

that heightened tensions and augmented the 

violence. There is also plausible that the failure of 

the two parties or other mediation third party to 

bring suspicions and thirst for retaliation to an end 

is another element that makes up the puzzle of the 

horrific violent picture in the CAR. However, at the 

basis of the conflict rest the two different identities 

constructed in opposition by the leaders who 

wanted to gain power at any price.  

In the case of South Sudan, it is not so much about 

religion, as it is about politics and ethnic divisions. 

Until 2001 and 9th of July 2011 (the independence 

day of South Sudan), South Sudan was cohesive 

even if until 2001 there were sustained conflicts 

between Mr Machar’s troops and Salva Kiir’s loyal 

militias. In 2001 the southern forces united under 

the pressure of the US State Department. Until 

2011 all the South Sudanese fought against the 

governmental forces based in Khartoum. This 

conflict blurred the political and ethnic fissures 

within South Sudan. A common cause and a 

common enemy created cohesiveness throughout 

the South Sudanese territory.  

However, after fighting hard and achieving 

independence, the political contest begun. The 

two strongmen of South Sudan, Salva Kiir and 

Riek Machar fought for power igniting ethnic 

tensions as well. Riek Machar represents the 

Nuer tribes, whereas Mr Kiir is the leader of 

Dinka.  

Even if at the emergence of the political struggles 

there were not ethnic or tribal frictions, the two 

leaders transposed their fight at the ethnic level. 

Until these unfortunate moments, there was a 

sense of ‘we-ness’ among the different South 

Sudanese tribes and ethnicities created by their 

common fight and the common purpose, which 

was independence from Khartoum.  

Therefore, the conflict from South Sudan started 

as a political struggle, but soon after this, the 

politicization of different ethnicities determined 

a new conflict structure constituted by identities.  

However, whether we speak about CAR or South 

Sudan, identities alone did not cause the massive 

atrocities that can be seen today.  

Alexandru VOICU 

the religious factor is of utmost              

importance mainly in the process of      

exacerbation of fear and violence.  

The murky game of politics together with 

the blind struggle for power was the 

main catalyst behind the identity con-

flicts in the two African countries.  
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escalate. The official report can be found here: http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/

car1213_web.pdf. 
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